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SUBJECT: INTERNAL RIVALRIES WITHIN AD 

1. THE GOVERNING ACCION DEMOCRATICA PARTY IS CURRENTLY DIVIDED 
ON THE QUESTION OF ACCEPTING OPPOSITION COPEI PARTY SECRETARY 
GENERAL PEDRO PABLO AGUILAR'S CHALLENGE TO PUBLIC DEBATE ON THE 
PERFORMANCE OF THE PEREZ ADMINISTRATION. WHEN AGUILAR CHALLENGED 
AD SECRETARY GENERAL LUIS PINERUA ORDAZ TO A TELEVISED DEBATE 
EARLIER THIS MONTH, PINERUA REFUSED, STATING THAT SUCH A 

DEBATE IS INAPPROPRIATE IN AN OFF-ELECTION YEAR. PINERUA WAS 
SUBSEQUENTLY CRITICIZED FOR HIS REFUSAL BY TWO OTHER MEMBERS OF 
AD S NATIONAL LEADERSHIP, DEPUTIES CARLOS CANACHE MATA AND DAVID 
MORALES BELLO, BOTH 1978 PRESIDENTIAL HOPEFULS AND RIVALS OF 
PINERUA. THEY ARGUED THAT AD COULD NOT AFFORD TO APPEAR WEKA 
POLITICALLY AND INTELLECTUALLY BEFORE THE COPEI CHALLENGE AND 
SUGGESTED ANOTHER AD LEADER BE NAMED TO CONFRONT AGUILAR IF 
PINERUA WERE UNWILLING TO DO SO. 

2. ANNOYED BY THE OPEN CRITICISM OF TWO OF HIS PRINCIPAL RIVALS 
WITHIN AD, PINERUA LAST WEEK MET WITH THE HEADS OF AD'S STATE 
PARTY ORGANIZATIONS AND THE MEMBERS OF THE PARTY'S YOUTH, 

LABOR, AND AGRARIAN BUREAUS. ALTHOUGH PINERUA SAID THE MEETINGS 
DISCUSSED AD PROGRAMS FOR THE NEXT YEAR, ACCORDING TO THE PRESS 
PINERUA TOOK ADVANTAGE OF THE MEETINGS TO CRITICIZE CANACHE AND 
MORALES FOR THEIR OPEN BREAK WITH PARTY DISCIPLINE. PINERUA 
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EXISTENCE OF SEVERAL SPOKESMEN WITHIN THE PARTY'S NATIONAL 
LEADERSHIP. MEANWHILE, DEPUTY HUMBERTO CELLI, A SUPPORT OF 
PINERUA WITHIN AD'S NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, ACCUSED CANACHE 
OF MAKING COMMON CAUSE WITH SOME OF AD'S MOST STRENUOUS CRITICS. 
AT A DECEMBER 15 PRESS CONFERENCE PINERUA DENIED A CRISIS EXISTS 
WITHIN AD AND REFUSED TO COMMENT ON CANACHE'S AND MORALES' 
CRITICISMS. 

3. COMMENT. PINERUA S RELUCTANCE TO DEBATE AGUILAR OSTENSIBLY 
STEMS FROM HIS DISINCLINATION TO GIVE ANY SORT OF BOOST TO 
AGUILAR IN THE LATTER’S CAMPAIGN FOR REF, LECTION AS COPEI 
SECRETARY GENERAL. ACTUALLY, PINERUA S REFUSAL REFLECTS HIS OWN 
REALIZATION THAT HE WOULD CUT A RATHER POOR FIGURE IN A PUBLIC 
DEBATE WITH SO AGILE A POLEMICIST AS AGUILAR— A CONSIDERATION OF 
WHICH CANACHE AND MORALES WERE WELL AWARE WHEN THEY CRITICIZED 
PINERUA FOR NOT ACCEPTING AGUILAR'S CHALLENGE. BY CLAMPING DOWN 
THE LID ON INTERNAL PARTY BICKERING PINERUA WARNED HIS AD RIVALS 
THAT HE WILL NOT ALLOW THEM PUBLICLY TO SNIPE AT HIS HEELS AND 
CONVEYED THE HINT OF POSSIBLE CENSURE BY THE PARTY IF THEY 
PERSIS IN DOING SO. 
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